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Ashok Dhillon has 40 years of front-line 
business experience in Canada and 
International markets. He incorporated 
his first construction company in 1974, 
and since then has founded and led 
companies in construction and 
international power development. 
 
Over the last 20 years Mr. Dhillon, has 
led and worked with top Canadian talent 
in the legal, engineering and accounting 
firms, such as Fasken Martineau, 
Russell & DuMullen,  Stikeman Elliott; 
Hatch, Moneco Agra, New Brunswick 
Power, SNC Lavalin; and Ernst & 
Young, Arthur Anderson, and Grant 
Thornton. And in London, worked with 
Perkins Couie and Morgan Grenfell. Mr. 
Dhillon’s companies have partnered 
and worked with Pan Canadian Oil & 
Gas, WestCoast Energy, TransCanada 
Pipelines, and international companies 
such as AES, Enron Power, Hyundai 
Heavy Industries. 
 
Mr. Dhillon has worked and negotiated 
with highest levels of Governments in 
Canada and India. He has pursued and 
won mandates to develop power plants 
in Canada, and foreign jurisdictions 
such as Hungary, Iran, Pakistan and 
India with uncompromising ethical 
standards. His extensive experience in 
securing and negotiating multi-hundred 
million and billion dollar mandates in 
power project development, gives him 
in-depth knowledge and intuitive 
insights into macro and micro, national 
and international, geo-political and 
economic realities and trends. 
 
Mr. Dhillon has been invited to speak on 
international business at various  
forums, including as an expert witness 
for the Standing Senate Committee, 
Government of Canada, on “The Rise of 
Russia, China and India”. 

 

Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore, in an 
interview on a wide range of issues, published 
in the Globe and Mail, on Saturday May 4th, 
2013, unleashed a storm of protest in Canada 
by his answer to the following question by the 
interviewer –  

“Have the oil-sands boom and pipeline 
debates affected Canadian-U.S. relations?” 

Mr. Gore is quoted as saying (italics are ours) - 
“Yes, and I think that ultimately it hurts Canada. 
The so-called resource curse is most often 
understood in the context of small nations 
whose revenue streams are dominated by the 
exploitation of a single resource. It’s a bit more 
complex than that with Canada, but the 
resource curse has multiple dimensions and 
[that includes] damage to some extremely 
beautiful landscapes, not to mention the core 
issue of adding to the reckless spewing of 
pollution into the Earth’s atmosphere as if it’s an 
open sewer. 

We will come to our senses, but I had hoped 
that Canada, like Australia, would point us in the 
right direction and added to the chances for the 
world as a whole to make a moral and 
courageous decision sooner rather than later.” 

Most objectors, including Natural Resources 
Minister Joe Oliver who called Mr. Gore’s 
remarks “wildly inaccurate and exaggerated 
comments”, are reading Al Gore’s answer to be 
applying directly to Canada’s “the oil sands and 
pipeline”, part of the question above. In fact it 
would seem Al Gore answered the question in 
the affirmative that the oil sand and pipeline 
debates were hurting the Canada – U.S. 
relations, but it does not seem that he was 
referring to Canada exclusively when he was 
talking about the “resource curse” or “…damage 
to some extremely beautiful landscapes…”, or 
when he mentioned further on “…reckless 
spewing of pollution into the Earth’s atmosphere 
as if it’s an open sewer”. 
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In reading the interview it seems to me, that he 
answered in a more inclusive manner when he 
said “The so-called resource curse is most often 
understood in the context of small nations 
whose revenue streams are dominated by the 
exploitation of a single resource”. It seems he 
was including Canada in the “…context of small 
nations whose revenue streams…” etc. So, 
while we Canadians can still bristle in being 
included in the context of “small nations”, or in 
all nations “recklessly spewing”, but we may 
have overreacted if we thought he was 
exclusively addressing our performance alone. 
Although to be fair, we ourselves aren’t too 
happy about Canada’s performance in that 
regard of late, having said that, in the top 
ranked polluters in the World, Canada is not the 
most polluting by a long shot, China and the 
U.S. are. 

In fact the “reckless spewing” statement applies 
much more accurately to China and the U.S. 
According to the United States Energy Dept., 
the United Nations and the European 
Commission estimates, the total green house 
gas emissions (GHG) in thousand tonnes per 
annum: China – 9,700,000; U.S. – 5,420,000; 
India – 1,970,000; Russia – 1,830,000; Japan – 
1,240,000; Germany – 810,000; South Korea – 
610,000; and then Canada – 560,000.   

If someone is to say that on a per capita basis 
Canadians are one of the top polluters, it would 
be correct, but the atmosphere does not know 
or care. It is who is spewing the most 
tonnes/annum. 
 


